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WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE?

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE?

Marijuana- and
Cannabinoid-Related Products
Marijuana
A dried mixture of leaves and flowers
from the cannabis plant1

Medical Marijuana
Cannabis used to treat disease or ease
symptoms2,3
No scientifically accepted definition4
It is difficult to study the medical benefits of
whole plant products because each plant contains
many types of compounds, such as THC and CBD,
in various amounts.4

Hemp

Cannabis-Related Terms

Cannabinoids

Cannabis
One of the oldest plant sources of fiber,
food, oil, and potential medicine14
•C
 annabis and cannabinoids are
controlled substances4:
–C
 lassified as Schedule I compounds,
the most restrictive class of drugs
according to the DEA15

Endocannabinoids
Natural chemicals produced
by one’s own body that target
cannabinoid receptors in the brain
and body17

– Federally illegal to prescribe and possess4
•C
 ommonly referred to as pot, weed,
or marijuana

“Cannabis” is the generic term for
products of the plant, Cannabis sativa L.

Phytocannabinoids
Over 100 naturally occurring chemicals in
the cannabis plant18
The most well-understood are:

Cannabis bred for fiber from the stalks,
and/or oil from the seeds. Hemp is used
industrially (eg, clothing and fiber production).5,6

Cannabis sativa L.

Stalks and seeds contain little or no cannabinoids.5

The scientific name of the cannabis plant5

Hemp varieties produce few flowers, which
contain small amounts of cannabinoids.3

Sativa and indica are two varieties
(subspecies).5

• CBDA: Cannabidiolic acid; this is how
CBD occurs in the plant. Heat converts
CBDA to CBD.3,18

Hemp Oil/Hemp Seed Oil

The amount of CBD or THC does not
distinguish sativa from indica.5

• CBDV: Cannabidivarin; produced from
cannabidivaric acid (CBVA)20

Oils from cannabis seeds that contain
little or no cannabinoids

Most Cannabis sativa L. sold in the US is a
cross-breed.5

It is used in paints, varnishes, soaps,
and food products.5

• CBD: Cannabidiol; CBD does not bind
to cannabinoid receptors and does not
produce a feeling of being “high”18,19

• THC: Δ9-tetrahydrocannabinol; THC
is linked with the feelings of being
“high” due to its activity at cannabinoid
receptors19

CBD Oil/Hemp CBD Oil

Cannabinoids and
Terpenes/Terpenoids

Oils that typically contain lower levels
of THC than CBD. Synthetic or CBD
extracts may be added to a variety
of carrier oils such as olive, coconut,
or hemp seed oil.3

• THCA: Δ1-tetrahydrocannabinolic acid A;
this is how THC occurs in the cannabis
plant. Heat converts THCA to THC.3,21

Chemical components of the cannabis
plant or products derived from them16

• THCV: Tetrahydrocannabidivarin;
produced from tetrahydrocannabidivaric
acid (THCVA)20

FDA-Approved Formulation of CBD
CBD preparation that meets FDA
standards, is regulated by FDA, and is
available by prescription from a pharmacy.7

Some cannabinoids have been approved
by the FDA for medical use or are being
studied for possible medical benefits.17

Man-made Cannabinoids
To continue learning about cannabinoid science,
visit: www.cannabinoidclinical.com

Cannabinoids made in the laboratory to mimic
the endocannabinoids or phytocannabinoids17

